EXPORT – DRAFT FISCAL IMPACT

CURRENT LANGUAGE: 

FISCAL NOTE: COSTS TO STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The Commission has determined that there will be no fiscal implications to state or local governments as a result of the establishment, administration or enforcement of the proposed rule.
REVISION PROPOSED:

LOCAL PUBLIC IMPACT TO HOST COUNTY AND PUBLIC AT LARGE

Wastes exported from Texas and not disposed in the compact facility will have a negative fiscal effect on local government of the host county and the public at large.  Texas Health and Safety Code Sec. 401.244.  HOST COUNTY PUBLIC PROJECTS requires the compact waste disposal facility license holder to transfer each quarter to the commissioners court of the host county five percent of the gross receipts from compact waste received at the compact waste disposal facility.  The commissioners court of the host county may spend the money for public projects in the host county or disburse the money to other local entities or to public nonprofit corporations to be spent for local public projects. Money received from the compact waste disposal facility license holder under this section may be spent only for public projects in the host county that are for the use and benefit of the public at large.  Gross receipts are defined in Texas Health and Safety Code, Sec. 401.003.  DEFINITIONS.  (12-a).  The dollar amount of gross receipts cannot be estimated at this time because disposal fees have not yet been established in rule.  Additional indirect fiscal impacts may result with decrease in public projects and linkages to other industry sectors.

IMPACT TO STATE OF TEXAS GENERAL REVENUE 

Wastes exported from Texas and not disposed in the compact facility will have a negative effect on the State of Texas General Revenue Fund.  Texas Health and Safety Code, Sec. 401.2445.  STATE FEE requires the compact waste disposal facility license holder to transfer to the state general revenue fund each quarter five percent of the gross receipts from compact waste received at the compact waste disposal facility.  Gross receipts are defined in Texas Health and Safety Code, Sec. 401.003.  DEFINITIONS.  (12-a).  The dollar amount of gross receipts cannot be estimated at this time because disposal fees have not yet been established in rule.

IMPACT TO WASTE GENERATORS

Wastes exported from Texas and not disposed in the compact facility may have a negative effect on generators of waste based on the amount of the disposal fees ultimately charged for disposal in the compact facility when it opens. Texas Health and Safety Code Sec. 401.245.  COMPACT WASTE DISPOSAL FEES requires a compact waste disposal facility license holder who receives low-level radioactive waste for disposal pursuant to the Texas Low-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal Compact to collect a waste disposal fee to be paid by each person who delivers low-level radioactive waste to the compact waste disposal facility for disposal.  The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality shall adopt and periodically revise compact waste disposal fees according to a schedule that is based in part on the projected annual volume of low-level radioactive waste received.  A decrease in the volume disposed in the compact facility could increase the cost of disposal.  Disposal fees have not yet been established in rule and the impact on the fee amounts cannot be estimated at this time.

LIMITATIONS ON AMOUNT OF WASTE TO BE DISPOSED

Wastes exported from Texas and not disposed in the compact facility may impact the total amount of waste projected to be disposed in the facility by Texas and by party states, due to the limitation of disposal to 20% of the annual average of low-level radioactive waste projected to be produced in this state from the years 1995 through 2045.  Texas Health and Safety Code Sec. 401.248.  LIMITATIONS ON LOW-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE DISPOSAL limits the total volume of all low-level radioactive waste to be disposed of in this state from the other state or states to 20 percent of the annual average of low-level radioactive waste that the governor projects will be produced in this state from the years 1995 through 2045; allows this state to charge a fee for the disposal of low-level radioactive waste at the compact waste disposal facility; and requires the other state or states to pay for community assistance projects selected by the host county in an amount not less than $1 million or 10 percent of the amount contributed by the other state or states.  A decrease in the amount of waste to be disposed in the facility can have a negative impact on the gross receipts and contributions to the host county as describe in above.

